
Sponsor Bios

Ajinomoto
Ajinomoto Foods makes it easy to menu the flavors of the world with 
premium frozen appetizers, handhelds, entrees, and sides. With trusted 
industry brands that save time and labor, and provide easy preparation, 
our products meet the needs of every operation. With products in the 
Shareables/Bites, Latin/Mexican, and Asian categories, we offer a wide 
breadth of diverse products, flavors and platforms that serve an extensive 
range of operators and consumers.

Alto Shaam, Inc.
Since 1955, Alto-Shaam has pioneered foodservice equipment solutions that 
address our customer’s challenges and add value to their business. We strive 
to design foodservice equipment solutions that are as intuitive and efficient 
as they are dependable. We help our customers achieve a greater return 
on their investment through cutting edge innovation and a full system of 
support for installation, training, culinary, and technical needs.

Buddy’s Kitchen
Delivering crave worthy, ready to eat food solutions since 1974, Buddy’s 
Kitchen specializes in custom, customer driven meals—from breakfast 
sandwiches and burritos to street tacos, sliders, and grilled breads. We 
partner with airlines, convenience stores, QSRs, and deli chains to turn bold 
ideas into high quality, market ready products. Our collaborative approach 
balances on trend flavors, smart pricing, scalable packaging, operational 
efficiency, and uncompromising food safety. With 50+ years of experience 
and flexible manufacturing capabilities, we scale with speed while preserving 
handcrafted quality. From test kitchen to takeoff, retail shelves to restaurant 
tables, Buddy’s Kitchen brings innovative, ready to eat solutions to life.

Conagra Brands
Conagra Foodservice offers the brands foodservice professionals trust to 
deliver back-of-the-house satisfaction day in and day out.

Gonnella Baking Company
For 140 years, Gonnella Baking Company has remained dedicated to 
delivering superior-quality bakery products backed by exceptional customer 
service. We’re proud not only of our long-standing heritage, but also of the 
lasting success we’ve built alongside our valued partners.



Sponsor Bios

Home Market Foods
GROW YOUR FOODSERVICE business with a large selection of roller grill 
and hot case favorites from Home Market Foods. With a focus on quality, 
incredible taste, Home Market Foods delivers craveable products like the 
best-selling RollerBites® in Chicken, Cheeseburger and Breakfast varieties, 
Eisenberg™ and Bahama Mama® premium Franks and Sausage, and 
Cooked Perfect® Meatballs – all aimed at driving traffic and loyalty for your 
operation. Our innovative, forward-thinking culinary team leads the industry 
with a commitment to providing craveable products for today’s discerning 
consumers. Home Market Foods is your go-to provider for all things 
“delicious.”

Hormel Foods
We create trusted, protein-powered solutions that nourish people and 
strengthen communities.

Irresistible Foods Group
Irresistible Foods Group (IFG) is a family-owned consumer goods company 
built around brands that elevate every day, on-the-go life. Our portfolio 
includes King’s Hawaiian, Grillo’s Pickles, and Killer Brownie — sought after 
brands that consumers love & trust. We take an intentional, long-term 
approach to growing brands in channels where speed, consistency, and 
familiarity matter. With a hands-on culture and a clear point of view, IFG 
focuses on cultivating partnerships with brands that inspire - at the counter, 
in the case, and beyond.

Johnsonville, LLC
Johnsonville® is dedicated to the C-store operator’s success. No matter what 
store footprint, Johnsonville speaks the language and understands the issues 
operators face. As dedicated problem solvers, Johnsonville offers a complete 
line of products and programs designed to help the C-store business thrive. 
Johnsonville employs approximately 3,000 members globally. Founded in 
1945 by the late Ralph F. and Alice Stayer, the privately held company remains 
family owned today and is based in Wisconsin.
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Kraft Heinz
Kraft Heinz Away From Home partners with foodservice operators and 
distributors to bring iconic, trusted brands and great taste to menus across 
every segment with reliable core items like HEINZ Ketchup to breakthrough 
innovations like CAPRI SUN in a bottle. We deliver dependable quality, 
operator-friendly formats, and culinary-forward solutions that help 
customers drive consistency, efficiency, and guest satisfaction.

Mars Snacking
Mars Snacking, where we inspire happiness with better snacking for better 
days, is a division of Mars Incorporated, driven by the belief that the world 
we want tomorrow starts with how we do business today. Our diverse and 
expanding portfolio of quality snacking and food products delight millions 
of people every day. We produce some of the world’s best-loved brands 
including M&M’S®, SNICKERS®, Pringles® and Cheez-It®. Mars Inc. acquired 
Kellanova December 11, 2025, although operations remain business as usual 
as we work through integration. Please contact your Kellanova or Mars Inc. 
sales representative for questions or support in purchasing products.

McCall Farms - Peanut Patch
Grown mostly in patches near our South Carolina canning facility, our Original 
Boiled Peanuts are a legendary Southern treat and America’s Best-Selling 
Brand. They’re harvested fresh from the ground to the can on the same day, 
where they’re boiled in our blend of traditional, Southern-style seasonings. 
Soft-shelled. Melt-in-your-mouth juicy…heated, or right out of the can. Rest 
assured, the rich, peanutty flavor is locked in until snack time. Enjoy this 
nutritious treat – and taste adventure anytime…anywhere.

Novipax
Manufacturer of Absorbent Pads that help you:
-Keep food FRESH by absorbing unwanted juice in cut ingredients.
-Improve food quality and REDUCE WASTE.
-Eliminate SLIP RISK in high traffic areas.
-PROTECT FLOORS from erosion and damage from grease.
-CUT LABOR and improve CLEANLINESS by catching leaks and drips under 
food storage racks.



Sponsor Bios

Rational
RATIONAL is the world market and technology leader in the field of hot 
food preparation. For more than 50 years, RATIONAL has focused on 
providing unparalleled cooking solutions, delivering outstanding and 
consistent food quality, automated work processes, and high-potential 
savings by optimizing space, labor, energy and yield.

Tampa Maid Foods, LLC
Tampa Maid Foods is a family owned manufacturer based in Lakeland, 
Florida, with over 50 years crafting high quality frozen appetizers, snacks, 
seafood, and sweet treats. Our value added products - such as fried pickles, 
mozzarella sticks, chocolate chip cookie dough bites, and popcorn shrimp - 
are fully prepped and ready to cook, giving convenience stores an easy way 
to grow hot food sales with minimal labor and maximum consistency.

Tork, an Essity Brand
Tork is the global leading brand in professional hygiene.* We are passionate 
about helping you improve your business – from raising the bottom line to 
making your working life better. This is the ambition that drives our people 
and cutting-edge innovations in circularity, wellbeing and health. And as 
part of Essity, we’re dedicated to serving your needs in a sustainable way - 
saving you time, money and effort so you can focus on what matters most 
to your business.

Ultimate Sales
At Ultimate Sales, we grow brands, create experiences and solve problems. 
Working with you from concept to consumption and every step in between, 
the Ultimate Team understands c-store foodservice. C-stores are not a 
division of our company, they ARE our company. We have established long 
term relationships with retailers, distributors, and manufacturers alike to 
give our products the spotlight they deserve.
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Upshop
Upshop is a leading SaaS platform that helps food retailers streamline 
forecasting, ordering, production, and inventory optimization. Our unified 
platform simplifies associate tasks, connecting Fresh, Center, DSD, and 
eCommerce operations. Trusted by 450+ retailers in 50,000+ stores 
worldwide.

Vandermoortele
Vandemoortele is a leading Belgian food group, family owned since 
1899. They manufacture and sell highest quality frozen bakery products 
(Croissants, Pastries, Donuts, Breads, Focaccia, desserts). Vandemoortele 
services retail, C-Stores, hospitality, and foodservice.

Ventura Foods
Ventura Foods innovates and manufactures food solutions for foodservice 
and retail businesses. We produce Dressings, Sauces, Mayonnaise, 
Margarine, Oil, Dessert & Beverage Mixes and combine that with our 
services to turn them into meal ideas for our customers. We leverage 
our restaurant industry expertise to identify food trends early on. Those 
insights and culinary inspirations drive our innovation approach, where 
ideas for our customers are transformed into amazing meals. With our 
operational capabilities, we can turn an early trend into a large-scale 
manufactured product quickly and efficiently.

Vroom Delivery
Vroom Delivery is 100% c-store focused. Our 1st and 3rd-party online 
ordering and in-store kiosk ordering are all powered by our Automated 
Menu Management, enabling menus with thousands of products while 
minimizing manual maintenance. Our robust Retail Media Network enables 
stores, by simply opting-in, to earn monthly payouts for their existing 
product mix.


