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In 2018, 17 multinationals 
announced new innovation 
set-ups in Catalonia

Biocat is the 
organization 
that champions 
the healthcare 
and life sciences 
ecosystem in 
Catalonia

http://www.biocat.cat/
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What is biocat?

MANDATE

BIOCAT
Government

ADVICE
NEEDS  & 
DEMANDS

PROGRAMS &  
RESOURCES

INTERNATIONAL POSITIONING

SCOUTING OPPORTUNITIES

A Government of Catalonia initiative born in 2006 with the mission of maximizing the economic 
and societal impact of the life sciences and healthcare innovation in the BioRegion

http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
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Catalonia is 
the leading 
BioRegion in 
Spain and one 
of the top five 
in Europe

http://www.biocat.cat/
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Public 
Administration

Public
Institutions

Private
Sector

Government of Catalonia

#Presidency
#Health Department
#Economy and Knowledge 
Department
#Enterprise & Labor Department
#Agriculture Department

Barcelona City Council

#Economy & Promotion Area

ACUP -Catalan Association of 
Universities-

ACER -Catalan Association of 
Research Centers-

HOSP -Catalan Hospital 
Network-

XPCAT -Catalan Science Park 
Network-

#5 FARMAINDUSTRIA -Spanish 
Association of Pharma Companies-

#3 CATALONIABIO & HEALTHTECH                                  
-Catalan Association of Biomedicine and 
Health Companies-
#2 FENIN
-Spanish Platform for Innovation 
in Technology Healthcare-

#1 COMB -Official Medical 
College of Barcelona-

2 PRIVATE COMPANIES

Who is behind?
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One of the  
main strategic 
priorities is 
accelerate 
business in life 
sciences and 
healthcare in 
Catalonia

http://www.biocat.cat/


#InformeBiocatbiocat.cat

GROW INNOVATION & ACCELERATE 
BUSINESS

Providing life sciences and healthtech 
companies/projects with tailored 

programs at every stage of their growth, 
with special emphasis on the knowledge 

and technology transfer, 
commercialization, building teams and 

access to capital, from start-up to 
scale-up

DEVELOPE TALENT & BOOST 
KNOWLEDGE

Providing innovative training and 
programs that empower 

researchers and entrepreneurs 
with the mindset, skills and the 

network to bring healthcare 
solutions to the market

POSITION BIOREGION 
INTERNATIONALLY

Promote and showcase the 
BioRegion of Catalonia brand to be 
globally renowned for its excellence 

in science and healthcare innovation, 
increasing the opportunities to attract 

investment and talent. Place the 
BioRegion among the top 3 leading 

European innovation’s hubs

Strategic priorities
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Talent, 
innovation &  
acceleration 
programs to 
attract foreign 
investment & 
position the 
BioRegion  
globally

http://www.biocat.cat/
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d·HEALTH 
Barcelona

TALENT & KNOWLEDGE
Key metric: people trained

INNOVATION  & ACCELERATION
Key metric: projects/companies accelerated

Short
Programs

B·Debate
Keys to 

Entrepreneurship 
in Bio & Medtech

CRAASH 
Barcelona

INTERNATIONAL POSITIONING
Key metric: impacts in reports/media

BioRegion
Report

Catalan Life 
Sciences 
Platform

Fairs & 
Missions

Strategic
Partnerships

SUPPORT ACTIVITIES & 
RESOURCES

KEY LIAISONS

Investment 
Readiness

Open Innovation 
Forum

Health & Bio 
Team dating

Here Comes 
Your Lead

M
ARKETPLACES

Communications & 
Promotions

Business 
Intelligence

Innovation 
Advising

European 
Funds/Tools Job Board Networks & 

Connections

Government (Health, 
Industry, Knowledge)

Accelerators & 
Incubators

Associations (CataloniaBio & HealthTech, Barcelona Tech City, 
FENIN, Farmaindustria, Asebio, ITEMAS)

International 
Networks  
(EIT Health, CEBR)

Programs overview



#InformeBiocatbiocat.cat

Talent & Innovation acceleration programs
Health & Bio Team Dating 

H&B brings together 
scientists & research 
groups working in the life 
sciences with business 
people to generate new 
business synergies and 
start-ups

Here Comes Your Lead
A program to bring early-
stages of drug discovery 
in therapeutics into 
target validation and hit-
to-lead or lead 
optimization

The Investment Readiness Series
Increasing deal flow of 
projects ready for 
investment in the 
BioRegion.
Matching the right 
investors with the right 
projects

Open Innovation Forum
Companies share innovation 
challenges and get 
proposals from research 
groups and centers. Focused 
on food, healthcare, medical 
technology, chemistry and 
materials

http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
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International positioning

Strategic Partnerships

BioRegion Report 

Global Outlook Report 
on the state of the 
healthcare and life 
sciences industry in 
Catalonia

Catalan Life Sciences Platform
An accurate database that 
aims to feature companies 
and organizations that 
work in the life sciences 
and healthcare industry in 
Catalonia

Biocat establishes 
strategic partnerships to 
position the Catalan life 
sciences and healthcare 
ecosystem on an 
international level

Fairs & missions
1,400+ entities & 
companies participated 
in international events 
attracted or promoted by 
Biocat in the past 10 
years

http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
http://www.biocat.cat/
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Destination 
of choice for 
multinational
companies

http://www.biocat.cat/
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Barcelona: a growing innovation hub in Europe
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Key 
ecosystem 
players at 
walking 
distance 

http://www.biocat.cat/
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Top-notch 
scientific 
excellence 
in the 
BioRegion
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Sources: N a t u r e  I n d e x  2 0 1 8  S c i e n c e  C i t i e s ;  F i g u r e s  i n  t h e  g r a p h  r e p r e s e n t  t h e f r a c t i o n a l  c o u n t  ( F C ) ,  w h i c h  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  s h a r e  o f  a u t h o r s h i p  o n  e a c h  a r t i c l e

152

219

231

238

239

270

291

322

334

412

467

481

546

560

672

938

1676

1808

1980

2142

Leuven (86)

Heidelberg (52)

Vienna (48)

Stockholm (46)

Copenhagen (45)

Lausanne (37)

Barcelona (34)

Toronto (32)

Melbourne (31)

Oxford (23)

Munic (22)

Berlin (20)

Zurich (18)

Cambridge (17)

London (14)

Paris (8)

San Francisco (4)

Boston (3)

New York (2)

Beijing (1)

Barcelona is #34 in science output worldwide (and #8 in Europe)
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Sources: A G A U R ( 2 0 0 7 - M a r c h 2018);W e b of S c i e n c e (2013-2017)

Catalonia is currently one of the leading scientific hubs in Europe 
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Investment
that creates
value

http://www.biocat.cat/


biocat.cat

Investment in startups, in €M 

Finance raised is on upward trend, especially private investment

Source: Biocat
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50
International investors

Source: Biocat

(x10 in just 5 years)

United States
Netherlands
Belgium
France
Switzerland
Austria
Germany

Japan
Russia
United Kingdom
Norway
Mexico
Luxembourg
Italy
Israel
Ireland
Canada
China

International investors are increasing



’19’18’17’16

€11-50 M
Invested

€1-10 M
Invested

’15

Success stories in fundraising
Success stories in fundraising

Source: Biocat
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F INLA N D C ATA LO N IA A U S T RIA D E N M A R K B E LG IU M S W E D E N I R E L A N D

1,778.8

1,034.5

289.2

1,491.3

1,125.5

592.8

483.5

Life Sciences venture financing (€M) by country (2000-2017)

Sources: Crunchbase and Biocat



At least, 
10 advanced 
products are 
expected to 
reach patients 
by 2025
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Source: Biocat and clinicaltrials.gov (2018)

20 New therapies advancing the pipeline
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And what’s 
on the 
BioRegion?

http://www.biocat.cat/
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Last months in the BioRegion
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Many hubs
start-up… 
just a few
scale-up
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2025

2025 Vision for Catalonia

2020

2012
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@biocat_enwww.bioregioncatalonia.cat

www.bioregioncatalonia.cat
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